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Abstract 

Bad language, often referred to as profanity or swearing, carries significant implications for cultural and 

linguistic studies due to its dual role as taboo and self-expression. This paper examines sociolinguistic aspects of 

bad language by analyzing its historical evolution, cultural variations, and social functions. Case studies from 

Indonesia, the United States, and Japan highlight how cultural norms shape profanity, while empirical data from 

social media platforms reveal its prevalence in digital communication. Moreover, the study explores ethical 

dilemmas, societal impact, and technological challenges associated with bad language in the modern era. 
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INTRODUCTION  

 

In Language serves as a multifaceted tool for communication, embodying cultural values, 

societal norms, and individual identities. Among its diverse phenomena, bad language occupies 

a unique space, simultaneously acting as a means of emotional expression and a reflection of 

societal taboos. In the context of globalization and the rapid expansion of digital media, the 

usage and perception of bad language have evolved significantly. In today's interconnected 

world, the boundaries between what is considered acceptable or taboo language are becoming 

increasingly blurred. The rise of social media platforms has made profanity a part of public 

discourse, making it an important subject for sociolinguistic study. In particular, the evolution 

of language used in digital environments like Twitter, Instagram, and TikTok presents new 

questions about the boundaries of decency and respect in communication. 

 

Research Problem 

This study addresses several critical research questions, such as: 

 How does bad language differ across cultural contexts? 

 What roles does bad language play in social interaction? 

 How is bad language perceived and moderated in digital spaces? 

Despite its widespread use, bad language remains a polarizing topic, and its 

implications for social harmony and personal identity are still hotly debated. This paper 

aims to understand these implications more thoroughly, analyzing cultural differences, 

the psychological functions of swearing, and the role of social media in shaping these 

perceptions. 

 

Significance of Study 

The study of bad language through a sociolinguistic lens offers valuable insights into 

cultural identity, social power structures, and interpersonal dynamics. It also provides a 

nuanced understanding of how language evolves in response to technological, cultural, and 

social changes. The digital era introduces new challenges and opportunities for examining 

profanity's role in globalized communication. Understanding these factors is essential for 

educators, policymakers, and media professionals as they navigate the complexities of language 

moderation in public and digital spaces. 
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METHODOLOGY  

 

Research Design 

This study employs a mixed-methods approach, integrating both qualitative and quantitative 

techniques. The research design includes the following: 

 Case Studies: Comparative analysis of cultural norms regarding profanity in Indonesia, 

the United States, and Japan. 

 Content Analysis: Analysis of profanity usage in 1000 tweets and 500 TikTok videos 

over a one-month period. 

 Survey Data: Responses from 200 participants across diverse demographic 

backgrounds to gauge perceptions of bad language in social and professional settings. 

This mixed-methods approach allows for a rich, nuanced exploration of how bad 

language functions within different cultural and digital contexts. 

 

Data Collection and Analysis 

 Digital Platforms: Data were collected from Twitter and TikTok using advanced 

scraping techniques. A set of keywords related to profanity, including both general 

swear words and culturally specific terms, was used to filter posts. 

 Survey Instruments: A structured questionnaire was distributed online, targeting 

participants from various age groups, genders, and cultural backgrounds. The survey 

focused on emotional, social, and cultural attitudes toward profanity, as well as 

respondents' personal experiences with swearing in digital and face-to-face 

communication. 

 Analysis Methods: Quantitative data were analyzed using descriptive statistics, while 

qualitative data from the content analysis and survey responses were coded thematically 

to identify recurring patterns and cultural themes. 

   

RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

 

Historical Evolution of Bad Language 

The history of bad language is deeply intertwined with societal norms and power dynamics. 

Historically, bad language has been shaped by religious, political, and social forces: 

 Religious Influence: In medieval Europe, blasphemous phrases such as "God's 

wounds" were considered severe profanity, reflecting the sanctity of religious 

institutions. Such terms were not only seen as disrespectful to religious figures but also 

as attacks on the moral fabric of society. 

 Colonial Suppression: In the colonial period, indigenous expressions were often 

labeled as vulgar and profane, reflecting the cultural hegemony of colonial powers. This 

led to the suppression of local languages and the imposition of the colonizers' linguistic 

norms. 

 Modern Shifts: In the late 20th century, particularly in Western societies, the 

liberalization of language became more evident, with swearing becoming more 

acceptable in popular culture and entertainment. The use of profanity in film, music, 

and comedy became a symbol of rebellion and subversion. 

Cultural Case Studies 

 Indonesia 

In Indonesia, bad language is deeply intertwined with religious and cultural values. Words like 

"anjing" (dog) and "babi" (pig) are considered highly offensive, especially among Muslim 



 

 

 

 

143 

Jurnal Sastra dan Bahasa 

2962-5351 (2025), 4 (1): 141–145                

communities, where such terms are seen as unclean and morally inappropriate. Religious 

teachings often discourage swearing, and public figures who use profanity face significant 

backlash. A notable example is a controversy in 2023, when a viral video showed a politician 

using foul language during a live broadcast, resulting in widespread criticism and calls for 

accountability. Despite this, the younger generation in urban areas increasingly uses profanity 

in casual conversations, reflecting a shift in language norms. 

 United States 
In the United States, bad language plays a paradoxical role in society. While casual swearing 

is widely accepted in everyday communication and entertainment, racial and gender-related 

slurs continue to be highly controversial. The #MeToo movement brought attention to the 

harmful effects of gendered profanity in the workplace, highlighting how certain swear words 

reinforce power imbalances. Additionally, profanity is often used for comedic effect in films 

and TV shows, such as in the popular movie Deadpool, which sparked debate over the line 

between humor and offensiveness. Social media platforms like Twitter also serve as 

battlegrounds for discussions on profanity, where the appropriateness of certain words is 

constantly challenged. 

 Japan 
Japanese language lacks direct equivalents for many Western swear words, focusing instead 

on insults that are deeply tied to social hierarchy and respect. Words like "baka" (fool) and 

"temee" (you, derogatory) are used as insults, but they often carry less intensity than their 

Western counterparts. The indirectness of Japanese profanity aligns with cultural norms that 

emphasize humility and politeness. A viral 2022 anime clip demonstrated the subtleties of 

Japanese insults, where characters would exchange subtle yet sharp remarks, reflecting the 

importance of maintaining face and avoiding direct confrontation. 

 

Empirical Analysis 

 Social Media Trends 
A month-long analysis of 1000 tweets and 500 TikTok videos revealed the following insights: 

 Frequency: Profanity appeared in 42% of tweets and 56% of TikTok videos. 

 Context: 72% of the profanity usage was found to be humorous or sarcastic, while 18% 

expressed anger or frustration. 

 Demographics: The most frequent users of profanity were individuals aged 18-24, with 

males using profanity more often than females. This reflects generational shifts in 

attitudes toward language, as younger individuals are generally more accepting of 

informal language in digital spaces. 

 

 Survey Findings 
The survey data yielded the following key insights: 

 Usage Patterns: 68% of respondents admitted using bad language occasionally, 

particularly in informal settings like social gatherings or online communication. 

 Perceived Impact: 45% of participants believed that swearing could strengthen 

relationships, especially in contexts where humor or solidarity was involved. However, 

30% viewed bad language as harmful, particularly in professional settings. 

 Gender Differences: Male participants were generally more likely to view profanity 

as acceptable, while female participants were more likely to perceive it as inappropriate 

in most contexts. 

Functions of Bad Language 

 Emotional Catharsis 
Swearing has been shown to activate the amygdala, which is responsible for processing 

emotions like fear and stress. Studies have found that swearing can act as a form of emotional 
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release, helping individuals cope with physical pain or frustration. For example, a study by 

Stephens et al. (2009) found that participants who were allowed to swear while enduring 

physical discomfort were able to tolerate pain for longer periods than those who used neutral 

words. 

 Humor and Creativity 
Bad language can also serve as a tool for humor and creativity. Comedians, social media 

influencers, and online content creators often use profanity to push boundaries, challenge 

societal norms, and elicit laughter. The use of bad language in popular media, such as viral 

TikTok trends or memes, often reinforces its role in contemporary humor. 

 Social Solidarity 
In certain subcultures, profanity serves as a bonding mechanism. In online communities, such 

as gaming forums, phrases like "GG ez" (Good game, easy) are used both to insult opponents 

and to strengthen in-group cohesion. This illustrates how bad language can function as a marker 

of social identity and belonging. 

 

ETHICAL AND EDUCATIONAL IMPLICATIONS 

 

Ethical Concerns 

The normalization of bad language on digital platforms raises important ethical concerns. The 

widespread use of profanity on social media can influence younger audiences, making it more 

difficult to enforce language norms in educational and professional environments. This creates 

challenges for parents, educators, and policymakers in regulating language while respecting 

freedom of expression. 

 

Educational Applications 

Incorporating sociolinguistic discussions about bad language into educational curricula can 

promote linguistic awareness and critical thinking. By analyzing the cultural, social, and 

psychological aspects of profanity, students can gain a deeper understanding of language and 

its role in shaping human behavior. Activities like debates or role-playing exercises can 

encourage students to reflect on the ethics of bad language and its impact on communication. 

 

Policy Recommendations 

To address the ethical challenges posed by bad language on digital platforms, it is essential to 

develop policies that balance freedom of expression with the prevention of harm. Platforms 

like Twitter and TikTok must use AI-based moderation tools alongside human oversight to 

detect and address harmful content without stifling creative expression. 

.  

CONCLUSION  

 

Bad language is a complex and multifaceted phenomenon that reflects cultural identities, social 

hierarchies, and emotional needs. Its role in digital communication, especially in the age of 

social media, is dynamic and evolving. Through a sociolinguistic lens, this study contributes 

to a nuanced understanding of how profanity functions in different cultural contexts and digital 

spaces. By examining its cultural roots, social functions, and ethical implications, we can better 

navigate the challenges it presents in modern communication. 

 

REFERENCES  

 

Holmes, J. (2013). An Introduction to Sociolinguistics. Routledge. 



 

 

 

 

145 

Jurnal Sastra dan Bahasa 

2962-5351 (2025), 4 (1): 141–145                

Jay, T. (2009). Why We Curse: A Neuro-Psycho-Social Theory of Speech. Perspectives on 

Psychological Science. 

Stephens, R., Atkins, J., & Kingston, A. (2009). Swearing as a Response to Pain. NeuroReport. 

Wardhaugh, R. (2015). An Introduction to Sociolinguistics. Wiley Blackwell. 

Twitter Data Analysis (2024). Unpublished Observational Study. 

Filardi, F., & Lopes, A. (2020). Social Media and Linguistic Expression: A Sociolinguistic 

Approach. 

Sugimoto, Y. (2014). An Introduction to Japanese Society. Cambridge University Press. 

Tannen, D. (1990). You Just Don’t Understand: Women and Men in Conversation. Ballantine 

Books. 

Hadiwijaya, M. (2025). SURABAYA’S TABOO WORDS, ARE THOSE STILL TABOO? : 

A STUDY OF LANGUAGE AND CULTURE. Sabda: Jurnal Sastra Dan Bahasa, 4(1), 

48–53. Retrieved from https://jurnal.researchideas.org/index.php/sabda/article/view/153 

 


